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A Mountie Goes To War 

Sergeant Joseph Bradner  
 
 Joseph Bradner was born 26 July 1868 in 
Enniskerry, Wicklow, Ireland. He was a big 
man for the time, standing 6’ 1” with a chest 
girth of 40". His family immigrated to Canada 
and settled in Brandon, Manitoba. On 30 May 
1887, Bradner enrolled in the North West 
Mounted Police for a term of five years. 
  

 Constable Bradner married Isabella 
Cook on 1 April, 1891. He served 4 years, 252 
days with the NWMP at which time he was 
permitted to purchase an early discharge on 15 
February 1892. 
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The next CMHS meeting will be held on 

Tuesday September 17th, 2019 
19:00 (7:00 pm) 

At the Petty Officers’ Mess, HMCS Tecumseh. 
Members are reminded that an offering of foodstuffs for the Legion Food Bank is 

considered your unofficial entrance fee to our regular scheduled meetings. 
 

The unofficial agenda of this meeting will be: 
Introduction of guests, Minutes of last meeting  Correspondence, Membership re-
port  Treasurer’s report, Old business / New business  Break, Show & Tell 
The President, Allan Ross would like to invite everyone to remain after the meet-
ing for an informal time of fellowship. 

Notice of Next Meeting 

Sabretache 
THE OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE  

CALGARY MILITARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The 

CALGARY MILITARY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

is a non-profit registered society  

which fosters the study of the  

military and the police, and the heritage of  

Canada, the British Empire, and the world  

as well as the preservation of military  

artifacts and records. 

The CMHS meets once every calendar month 

at: Petty Officers’ Mess 

HMCS Tecumseh 

1820 - 24th Street SW 

Calgary AB T2T 0G6 

In 1896 Bradner served with the local Militia, the Brandon Infantry Company, and rose to the 

rank of Sergeant. 
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Minutes of  last meeting / Calgary Military Historical  Society 

Minutes of General Meeting held on August 20, 2019 
Petty Officers Mess: HMCS Tecumseh 
 
Meeting called to order by President Alan R. at 7:04 pm. 
12 members present and 0 guests. 
 
Minutes of last meeting. Acceptance moved by Mike C. Second by Marty U. Approved. 
Discussion followed re newsletter article. 
Treasurers Report provided by Floyd. Moved acceptance by Mike C. Second by Barry E. Accepted. 
Membership report by Floyd S. - Currently 39 regular members. 3 Life members 2 Honorary. Approval moved 
by Mike C. Seconded by Marty U. Approved. 
 
Correspondence: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
AGM is set for the October meeting. Please consider running for a position on the executive. 
Any special resolutions requested must be received by Al R. ASAP to be posted in newsletter. 
Thorncliffe AACCA Show to be held Sept. 21, 2019. 
Torrington Gun Show Aug. 24, 2019. 
Friday, Aug. 23, 2019 Rum, Roti and Regiments Gala at the Military Museums with Caribbean displays. 
 
No Break . Raffle on hold till we get a new volunteer to conduct them. 
 
SHOW & TELL: 
 
Stu E. – Uncle’s medal 1917 from California uprising with Mexico. 
Mike C. – Samuel Thomas Jennings medal group, born in Scotland . WW1 medals. 

• Garage sale finds; Black & Tan Irish medal and medal for reserve army. 

•  

Alan M.- BSA Medals getting very expensive. Named medals easier to authenticate. 
Al D. – Chocolate box of letters home to family from Sgt. Overseas all 2 pages long with bad penmanship 
making them hard to read. 
Floyd S. – Statue in Victoria, BC of the Spanish conflict McKenzie-Papineau battalion and a book about them. 
Al R – Medal group to member of the Royal Indian Army. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:10 pm by Mike C. and Seconded by David L. 

 
 

 

This story and all captions 
and pictures were supplied 
by Member Roy Akins of  

St. Albert, Alberta       
“Thank You” 
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On 27 December 1899 Bradner volunteered to join the Canadian Contingent heading to South Africa to fight in the Boer 

War. He served as a Sergeant in 2nd Troop, B Squadron, The Royal Canadian Dragoons. He was awarded the Queen’s 

South Africa Medal with two State Clasps and three Battle Clasps. 
Sgt. Joseph Bradner’s Queen’s 
South Africa Medal 



Type 2 QSA with Ghost Dates 
 
 
 
 
After returning to Canada, Bradner moved with his family 
to Vancouver, BC. Over the next few years he was self-
employed, both as a local painter and as a miner in Alaska. 
On 23 September 1914 he joined the Royal North West 
Mounted Police for a term of one year. One month later 
joining he was promoted to the rank of Corporal. On 23 
September 1915 he re-engaged for another one-year term. 
 





Corp. Bradner was placed in charge of the Detachment at Northgate, Saskatchewan. During this term of service, two of 

his sons volunteered for service in the Great War. 

Earle Bradner enlisted with the Royal Canadian Horse Artillery and would serve as a Gunner in France. On 27 March 

1917 he received a shrapnel wound to the groin but would survive the war. Francis, having just turned 18, joined the 

121st Western Irish Battalion. While in France he was transferred to the 75th Battalion. Francis would be invalided back 
to Canada after receiving a gunshot wound to the shoulder and suffering from gas gangrene. 

 
Wanting to join his sons on the Western Front, on 25 September, 1916, two days after his term of service with the 
RNWMP ended, Joseph Bradner joined the Divisional Cycle Platoon in Regina as a Sergeant. However, given his age at 
the time he was ultimately deemed medically unfit to serve overseas 

 

 
 
Divisional Cycle Pla-
toon, Regina. 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Bradner passed 
away 12 January 1948 at 
the age of 79. He is rest-
ing peacefully at Moun-
tain View Cemetery in 
Vancouver. 


