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Triangle Letters from the Russian Front.

Many millions of Russian soldiers, sailors and airmen were
fighting for the survival of their country during World War 2. For
those waiting at home to hear from them , the most important person
was the postman bringing that special item from the front..
These are the письма-треугольники, the “triangular letters”, the standard form of soldiers’ correspondence during the
Great Patriotic War.
During the war, the mails were brought for free from the front
to the soldier's home. It could not have worked any other way, due to
the fact that postage stamps would have been the last item the halting
logistic support would have delivered to the front. And of course there
was shortages of postcards and envelopes.
It didn’t take long for the soldiers to figure out a system that
would overcome the problems. That being the format that was a letter
and its own envelope in one. The folding process is very similar to how
children had been making folding hats for many years.
Folding had one more advantage: that the content of the letter
was easy to check. It was of course forbidden that any letter be sealed
in any way. The censors working at the front did not primarily search
for letters reviling the system – according to the analysis of the surviving front letters, almost none of them includes any political reference or
Stalin’s name –, but should the censor decide that they included any
indication from which military movements and plans could be deduced
then these were erased with black ink, but the mail was still transmitted
The front of the envelope would have the families address, the soldier’s name and number of field post.
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Rear of envelope shows the Censor’s stamp “Checked by
Censor” and the date of July 15th, 1944
Inside folded letter
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Notice of Next Meeting
The next CMHS meeting will be held on

Tuesday, August 21st., 2018
19:00 (7:00 pm)

At the Petty Officers’ Mess, HMCS Tecumseh.
Members are reminded that an offering of foodstuffs for the Legion Food Bank is
considered your unofficial entrance fee to our regular scheduled meetings.
The unofficial agenda of this meeting will be:
Introduction of guests, Minutes of last meeting Correspondence, Membership report Treasurer’s report, Old business / New business Break, Show & Tell
The President, Allan Ross would like to invite everyone to remain after the meeting for an informal time of fellowship.

The folding process

Families mailing letters back to their family member
used the same technique but had to add postage.
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Minutes of last meeting / Calgary Military Historical Society
Meeting held on July 17, 2018 at the Petty Officer’s Mess, HMCS Tecumseh
1. Meeting called to order
By President Allan R. at 7:00 PM. 14 members in attendance.
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting. Discussed no correction. Member Bob M. moves that the Previous Meeting Minutes be
accepted. Seconded by Dave L.
3. Newsletter.
- Received, no comments or concerns.
4. Treasures Report.
Report by Floyd S. Lists of monies collected from book auctions, donations etc. Listing of
expenditures. Floyd reports, with last month expenses, a slight decrease over April
balance. Member Dave S. moves
that the Treasures report be accepted as reported.
Seconded by Dave L. Approved.
5. Membership Report.
Report by Floyd S. Total 48 members (1 Life, 2 Hon, 45 Regular). Member Bob M. moves that
the Membership report be accepted as reported. Seconded by Cathy E. Approved.
6. Correspondence:
- None
7. Announcements:
- Floyd S. discusses a product called “Damp Trap”. The device, a disposable dehumidifier is a
safe, easy and effective way to remove excess moisture from everywhere. Applications to
militaria storage and displays.
8. Old Business.
- Facebook link still under assessment, consultation with Kevin Roberts.
- Martin U. gives Calgary Militaria Shows June 16 event summary.
9. New Business:
- Motion by Dave L. to elect member Mike Clare an Honourary life member. Vote by show of
hands. Approved. Mike may already be an Honourary Life Member. President Alan R to
clarify his status.
- Motion by Dave L. to elect member Brian Hanning an Honourary life member. Vote by show
of hands. Approved.
- Motion by Dave S. to elect member Dave Love an Honourary life member. Vote by show of
hands. Approved.
- MCC of C 2018 Annual AGM and Convention. Edmonton, August 17 & 18, 2018.
- Military Museums, member Indra R. is involved in a project to photograph the graves of
Alberta Regiment members interred in Alberta.
BREAK
10. Book Raffle & Auction:
- Several books raffled off.
- Bob M. - 3 Books - “WWII” by Ronald Heifermen; “Rommel” by Ward Rutherford and
Battalion of Heroes: The Calgary Highlanders in WWII” by Dr. David Bercuson.
- Cathy E. - 1 Book - “International Militaria Guide” by Irene Moore and Gary Sterne.
11. Show and Tell:
Bob M. - Selection of medals including: several Korean War Medals including a Chinese medal;
Turkish Crimea War medal to a French Soldier; Royal Navy Baltic Medal 1854-55 and a
group of 4 UK National Fire Brigade Ass. medals
David G. - Silk postcard, embroidered ladies handkerchief; Shadow box 66 Battalion insignia
based on a photo of an unknown soldier.
Alan R. - German WWII Gold Cross and 2 General Assault badges to support troops
Floyd S. - German WWII veteran reissue, 1957 Gold Cross and 1957 General Assault badge oddly
configured.
12. Adjournment:
President Allan R calls for motion to adjourn. Member Cathy E. moves to adjourn. Seconded by Indra R. Approved.
Meeting Adjourned. 20:00

PAGE 4

March 2018

Note from the Editor.
I spotted this notice in a newspaper
and thought that I would reprint it. There
was a number of different stories going
around about next years “Easter Gun Show”
and this article lays out the problems and the
solutions that have been decided upon. So
this is the official notice to when and where it
will happen.
I also wanted to reprint it so that
you will read it and understand all that goes
into the show, how its financed, and operated.
I have always been interested in the logistics
of shows and this gives an interesting perspective.
Perhaps Martin will someday be in
this scenario. Hopefully.

Announcement

Sept. 15th./2018
Alberta Arms & Cartridge
Collectors Association.
Calgary gun show – Thorncliffe Community Centre 5600
Centre St. N. Sat. 10:00 to 4:00
pm

Hello

I am volunteering my time to try and find the WW2 medals awarded to Sergeant JE MacDonald, resident of Toronto from
the early 1950s to the time of his death in the 1990s.

Eddie Mac earned a raft of medals in WW2 including the Palestine General Service Medal and DCM for
gallantry in action (North Africa, 1942). Both should have his name inscribed on the medal.
Sadly, these medals were all stolen in the early 2000s in the Toronto area. Considering the value of a DCM, I can’t help
wonder if someone knows something about the whereabouts of JE MacDonald’s medals. Any help or assistance would be greatly
appreciated. My aim is to return the medals to Ed’s daughter in Scotland. .

Sincerely, Ian McLeod,

imac@ns.sympatico.ca

List of medals to Medals awarded to James Edward MacDonald —Palestine General Service Medal 19361939, Distinguished Conduct Medal (23.01.1942), 1939-45 Star, Africa Star (13.07.1944), Italy Star, War Medal
1939-1945, France & Germany Star, Defence Medal, Canadian Forces Decoration (1970),
The man himself closest to the camera. North Africa 1943

For those who are not on the Facebook page . A few years old but worth reposting.

